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This is in response to the National Renedy Review Board’s
(Board) nenorandum of March 4, 1997, regarding the Tar Creek
Superfund Site, Otawa County, OCklahoma (Site). Sﬁeci fically,

t his menorandum provi des Reglion 6's response to the
recommendations by the Board following 1ts review of the
proposed renedi al action for the residential areas of the Site.
]:I'hial Board’ s recommendati ons and the Region’s response are as

ol | ows:

Reconmendati on: G ven the wi despread distribution of chat mning
wast es t hroughout the community and the resulting potential for
mul tiple ﬁat hway exposures, the Board recommends that the Region
clarity the relationship of this action to future actions the
Regi on" may take to address renmaining contam nation at the site
(e.g., chat piles, tailings ponds, undevel oped | and, industrial
properties, etc.).

Response: The residential soils operable unit is a response to a
portion of the wi despread contam nation resulting fromthe past
mning activities. The potential for recontam nation of

remedi ated residential properties to |evels above health risk
based | evels from other yet unrenedi ated contani nation remnai ni ng
at the Site (e.g., chat piles) is small for nost of the
properties. For the other properties, the potential for
recontam nation will be controlled by apPropriate dust and
erosion control measures. The proposed plan represents a fina
action for the residential properties addressed by the response.
O her future response actions will be required to address the
remai ni ng contam nation at other areas of the Site.

Recommendation: In view of this contam nation and uncertainties
in |nFIenent|ng the remedy (e.g., the ability to secure access
to all contam nated residential properties), comunity
protective nmeasures are likely to play an 1 nportant suppl enenta
role at this site in protecting human health. The Regi on should
therefore include in the preferred alternative $Alternative 21in
thg proposed plan for the Site) the provisions tor counseling
an
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public education (e.g., enphasizing proper personal hygi ene and
t he i mportance of renoving indoor dust).

Response: The Regi on concurs with the recommendati on and has
nodi fied the preferred alternative accordingly. Specific details
of the community protective neasures will be devel oped during

t he renedi al desi gn phase.

Recommendati on: The Regi on should nake it clear to residents
that there may be a residual indoor dust threat follow ng soi
excavation, that normal household cleaning will reduce the
contam nation to a protective level, and that the Region wll

| oan high efficiency particul ate vacuum cl eaners (HEPA vacuuns)
to residents to expedite this process, if this service is not
provi ded by ot hers.

Response: The Regi on concurs and will inplenent this
reconmendat i on.

Recommendati on: The. Regi on shoul d encourage the Bureau of

I ndian Affairs and the State to address potenti al
recont am nation sources (e.g., to control redistribution of chat
around residences, potential deterioration of exterior

| ead- based paint, etc.).

Response: The Regi on concurs and will inplenment this
reconmendat i on.

Recommendation: Gven the prelimnary results of a recent bl ood
| ead study which indicate that a significant portion of the
children in the Tar Creek area already experience el evated bl ood
| ead | evel s, the Board encourages continued bl ood | ead
nmonitoring of children through the State and | ocal health

agenci es. Such nonitoring would help | ocal public health
officials track the overall success of nulti-jurisdictional
efforts to reduce chil dhood | ead exposures in Tar Creek.

Response: The Regi on concurs and will encourage continued bl ood
| ead nonitoring of the children in accordance with the
reconmendat i on.

The Region will coordinate its efforts to inplenent the
Board’ s recommendations with the Region’s Board representative
and with the Accel erated Response Center at Headquarters.

| f you have any questions concerning this matter, please
call (214) 665-6701.



